Types of Tuberculosis
sputum examinations; sixteen of these cases had evidence of
active tuberculosis. The prolonged course which this type of the
disease may assume with the expulsion, in some cases unsuspected,
of tubercle bacilli for a protracted period, makes it one of the
most fertile sources of infection in the home, more especially as
the chronicity of the disease tends to laryngeal involvement.
SENILE TYPE. The senile type of pulmonary tuberculosis
is usually the terminal phase of an infection which has lasted
throughout life. It develops clinically after the age of sixty, or
later, when with waning physical powers, resistance becomes
enfeebled. It may be detected in quite old people and the
writer has before him the records of two women aged eighty/one
and eighty/three respectively, who presented clinical pictures of
the disease. During the years 1933-1936 in the County of
Hertford the highest percentage of primary notifications of persons
of the age of sixty/five plus suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis
was 3-6 for males and 4-5 for females, and of persons of that age
group suffering from non/pulmonary tuberculosis 1*7 for males
and 3-1 for females. The stethoscopic diagnosis of senile tuber'
culosis of the lungs is usually difficult, owing to feeble breath
sounds and the degree of emphysema which is present. Lander
states that the autopsy shows cavities surrounded by thick fibrous
walls, and X>ray examination reveals intense bilateral fibrosis.
Senile tuberculosis is probably less dangerous as a source of direct
infection than other types of the disease, as sputum is frequently
scanty owing to less active caseation, and there is less contact
with young susceptible subjects, but the risk of infection must
not be overlooked.
Senile tuberculosis of a somewhat benign character as stated
by Enid Williams is observed in miners, especially those who have
worked in anthracite. It has been suggested that the benign
character of this senile form of the disease is due to the restrictive
effect of coal dust upon the toxic products of the tubercle bacilli.
In this country tuberculosis in later life is less frequently a cause
of death than in some other countries. In the United States the
mortality curve for males rises steeply after the age of forty^five
and reaches a peak which is well maintained; the influence of
industrial conditions with impaired resistance to tuberculosis is
no doubt responsible for this upward trend.
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